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On Oct. 29, the National Assembly passed a series of electoral reforms in a new electoral law.
Under terms of the new legislation, for the first time in the history of the Cuban revolution,
representatives to the provincial and national legislatures will be elected by direct and secret
ballot. Previously, the only authorities chosen through direct elections were representatives to the
Municipal Assemblies, who were then empowered to elect deputies to the Provincial Assemblies
and to the National Assembly. The reforms constitute a significant change from the previous system
as the executive will now be chosen from among the ranks of the now directly-elected National
Assembly. Generally, the National Assembly selects the executive from among its ranks during the
first week of its first session. Reforms to the 1976 constitution approved by the National Assembly
in July (see NotiSur 07/14/92) paved the way for debate and approval of the electoral reforms.
The new electoral process will begin with municipal elections on Dec. 20, which will set the stage
for provincial and national elections early in 1993. The second round of municipal balloting, in
those cases where the leading candidate receives less than 50% of the valid votes, is scheduled
for Dec. 27. The candidate nomination process for the municipal elections ended on Nov. 30. The
candidate lists were open to independents, but all candidates had to be approved by a commission
comprised of representatives of mass organizations (generally pro-government) and representatives
from neighborhood associations. The candidates for the provincial and national assemblies
will be selected by commissions of representatives from mass organizations. The commissions
for provincial and national candidate selection are headed by members of the Cuban Workers
Confederation (Central de Trabajadores de Cuba, CTC), along with members of the Committees in
Defense of the Revolution (Comite de Defensa de la Revolucion), the Federation of Cuban Women
(Federacion de Mujeres Cubanas), and the Campesino and Student Associations. Candidates in all
elections must receive more than 50% of the valid votes to be elected, giving voters a form of veto
power through abstention. Government officials have characterized the upcoming elections as a
form of plebiscite on success of the revolution. Although international election observers will not
be permitted, the vote-counting procedure will be public, and anyone will be allowed to attend,
according to National Assembly president Juan Escalona. (Sources: Inter Press Service, 11/03/92;
Agence France-Presse, 11/16/92; Spanish news service EFE, 11/03/92, 11/16/92, 11/17/92, 11/30/92;
Notimex, 11/18/92; Radio Havana Cuba, 11/30/92)

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 1

